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accredited by a nationally recognized
accrediting agency or association to
provide a program of education beyond
secondary education for which the in-
stitution awards a bachelor’s degree.
(For further specification, see 20 U.S.C.
1001(a)).

Outreach means the use of formal and
informal educational materials and ac-
tivities in a linguistically appropriate
manner that serve to encourage and as-
sist socially disadvantaged farmers and
ranchers in:

(1) Owning and operating farms and
ranches; and in

(2) Participating equitably in the full
range of agricultural programs offered
by the Department.

Socially disadvantaged farmer, rancher
or forest landowner means a farmer,
rancher, or forest landowner who is a
member of a socially disadvantaged
group. (See 7 U.S.C. 2279(e)(2)).

Socially disadvantaged group means a
group whose members have been sub-
jected to racial or ethnic prejudice be-
cause of their identity as members of a
group without regard to their indi-
vidual qualities. (See 7 U.S.C.
2279(e)(1)).

State means any of the 50 States of
the United States, the District of Co-
lumbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico, Guam, the Virgin Islands of the
United States, American Samoa, the
Commonwealth of the Northern Mar-
iana Islands, and federally recognized
Indian tribes.

Supplemental funding means funding
to an existing awardee in addition to
the amount of the original award con-
tained in the grant or cooperative
agreement. Such additional funding is
intended to continue or expand work
that is within the scope of the original
agreement and statement of work.

Tribal organization means the recog-
nized governing body of any Indian
tribe. A tribal organization is any le-
gally established organization of Indi-
ans which is controlled, sanctioned, or
chartered by such governing body or
which is democratically elected by the
adult members of the Indian commu-
nity. In any case where an award is
made to an organization to perform
services benefiting more than one In-
dian tribe, the approval of each partici-
pating Indian tribe shall be a pre-
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requisite to the making of such an
award. (See 25 U.S.C. 1603(25).

§2500.104 Eligibility requirements.

Proposals may be submitted by any
of the following:

(a) Any community-based organiza-
tion, network, or coalition of commu-
nity-based organizations that:

(1) Has demonstrated experience in
providing agricultural education or
other agriculturally related services to
socially disadvantaged farmers, ranch-
ers, and forest landowners;

(2) Has provided to the Secretary doc-
umentary evidence of work with, and
on behalf of socially disadvantaged
farmers, ranchers, or forest landowners
during the three-year period preceding
the submission of a proposal for assist-
ance under this program; and

(3) Does not engage in activities pro-
hibited under Section 501(c)(3) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

(b) An 1890 institution or 1994 institu-
tion (as defined in 7 U.S.C. 7601), in-
cluding West Virginia State Univer-
sity.

(¢c) An Indian tribal community col-
lege or an Alaska Native cooperative
college.

(d) A Hispanic-serving institution (as
defined in 7 U.S.C. 3103).

(e) Any other institution of higher
education (as defined in 20 U.S.C. 1001)
that has demonstrated experience in
providing agriculture education or
other agriculturally related services to
socially disadvantaged farmers, ranch-
ers, and forest landowners in a region.

(f) An Indian tribe (as defined in 25
U.S.C. 450b) or a national tribal organi-
zation that has demonstrated experi-
ence in providing agriculture education
or other agriculturally-related services
to socially disadvantaged farmers,
ranchers, and forest landowners in a re-
gion.

(g) Other organizations or institu-
tions that received funding under this
program before January 1, 1996, but
only with respect to projects that the
Secretary considers are similar to
projects previously carried out by the
entity under this program.

§2500.105 Project types and priorities.

For each RFP, OAO may develop and
include the appropriate project types
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and focus areas based on the critical
needs of the socially disadvantaged
farmer and rancher community. For
standard OASDFR projects, competi-
tive grants or cooperative agreements
will be awarded to support programs
and services, as appropriate, to encour-
age and assist socially disadvantaged
farmers and ranchers in the following
focus areas:

(a) Owning and operating farms and
ranches;

(b) Participating equitably in the full
range of agricultural programs offered
by the Department; and

(c) Other areas as specified by the
Secretary in the RFP.

§2500.106 Funding restrictions.

Funds made available under this sub-
part shall not be used for the construc-
tion of a new building or facility or the
acquisition, expansion, remodeling, or
alteration of an existing facility (in-
cluding site grading and improvement,
and architect fees).

§2500.107 Matching.

Matching funds are not required as a
condition of receiving awards under
this subpart.

§2500.108 Term of award.

The award term will be defined in the
OAO award agreement, and can be later
amended upon approval of OAO.

§2500.109 Program requirements.

Grants and cooperative agreements
under this subpart shall address the
priorities in the Department that in-
volve providing outreach and technical
assistance to socially disadvantaged
farmers, ranchers, and forest land-
owners to own and operate farms and
participate equitably in agricultural
programs; and other priorities as deter-
mined by the Secretary.
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Subpart A—General Information

§2502.1 Applicability of regulations.

(a) This part contains program-spe-
cific definitions for the ACE Grants
Program.

(b) Subpart B establishes the criteria
to be used in determining eligibility
for an ACE grant award and the re-
quirements for the delivery of program
benefits and services, including who is
considered eligible to receive such ben-
efits and services and what the respon-
sibilities are of ACE grantees.

(c) Subpart C establishes that, unless
otherwise provided herein, the proce-
dures for applying for ACE grants, the
processes to be followed by OAO in
evaluating grant proposals and award-
ing program funds, and the procedures
for post-award administration of ACE
grants are those set forth in a rule pro-
posed ON DATE to codify provisions at
7 CFR part 2500, subparts A, B, C, D,
and E.

§2502.2 Definitions.

As used in this part (unless otherwise
indicated):

Agency means the Office of Advocacy
and Outreach (OAO), an agency of the
United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) or a successor agency.

Agricultural Employer means any per-
son or entity which employs, as defined
in the Migrant and Seasonal Agricul-
tural Worker Protection Act, 29 U.S.C.
1802, individuals engaged in agricul-
tural employment and may include
farmers, ranchers, dairy operators, ag-
ricultural cooperatives, and farm labor
contractors.
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